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Contacting USDA's Farm Service Agency

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices are open

in Oregon by phone appointment only until further notice, and FSA
staff are available to continue helping agricultural producers with
program signups, loan servicing and other important actions.

FSA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment
only. While our program delivery staff will continue to come into to
the office, they will be working with our agricultural producers by
phone and using email and online tools whenever possible.

Please visit farmers.gov/coronavirus to keep up-to-date on
temporary program flexibilities available as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Contact your local service center at Service Center Locator to find
your local office.

Interest Rates

90 Day Treasury Bill: 0.750%
Farm Operating Loans - Direct: 1.750%
Farm Operating - Microloan: 1.750%
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Farm Programs: Farm Ownership Loans-Direct: 2.625%
Kent Willett, Acting Chief Farm Ownership - Microloan: 2.625%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing: 2.500%
. Farm Ownership-Down Payment: 1.500%

Zg}g; OB?:CI:;?gézirgfs ) Emergency Loans Actual Loss: 2.750%

’ Farm Storage Facility Loan 3 Year: 0.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 5 Year: 0.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 Year: 0.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 Year: 0.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 Year: 0.750%

Next STC Meeting:
May 20-21, 2020

Sign up for important text
message alerts from your
local county FSA office! To
subscribe, text FSANOW
(372-669).

Important Dates

May 15: CRP Grasslands Sign-up began March 16, 2020 and runs through May 15, 2020.
May 24: Memorial Day, Offices Closed

Applications accepted for WHIP+ for milk loss, and loss of on-farm stored commaodities
resulting from eligible disaster (into 2020).

June 15: Nomination Open for 2020 FSA County Committee Elections

June 19: State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative deadline to submit
proposals.

June 26: FY 2020 Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot project
grant applications due.

June 30: ARC-PLC Program Year 2020 signup ends.

July 4: Independence Day, Offices Closed

July 15: Acreage Reporting Deadline: Perennial Forage for 2019 and subsequent years.

USDA Reminds Oregon Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in Oregon are currently open to phone and virtual
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Oregon:

May 15, 2020 Cabbage (Planted 3/12 — 4/20)

July 15, 2020 Spring Alfalfa Seed, Cabbage (Planted 4/21 — 6/10), Onions
(Planted 2/15 — 5/15), Perennial Forage, All other crops not listed

August 15, 2020 Cabbage (Planted 6/11 — 8/10)

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.



FSA county offices in Oregon can provide maps to producers through mail, email with instructions
for completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should return completed maps and
the acreage reporting sheet by mail, email.

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and send producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through by the above
deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

« If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the
certifying agent.

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Accepting Proposals for State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement Initiative

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting new or modified
proposals from state governments for its State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative.
Through SAFE, vital habitat is restored to meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals. The
deadline to submit proposals is June 19.

SAFE practices must be used to restore animal habitats for the following categories:

e rare, threatened and endangered species
e species that have suffered a significant population decline
e species that provide significant social or economic value to the community.

SAFE grass and tree practices were moved to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General
Signup in 2019 and competed against other offers, while buffer and wetland practices remain under
continuous CRP signup.

When submitted, proposals must include an overview of the project accomplishments, a list of all
practices planned, the commitment of the state and participants and the planned outreach efforts.



For more information about SAFE and submitting a proposal, contact the Oregon FSA state office at
503-692-3688.

USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance
Loans Now Extended to 12 Months

Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s implementation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act of 2020. The loans now mature at 12 months rather than nine, and this
flexibility is available for most commodities.

Effective immediately, producers of eligible commodities now have up to 12 months to repay their
commodity loans. The maturity extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2018, 2019
and 2020. Eligible open loans must in good standing with a maturity date of March 31, 2020, or later
or new crop year (2019 or 2020) loans requested by September 30, 2020. All new loans requested
by September 30, 2020, will have a maturity date 12 months following the date of approval.

The maturity extension for current, active loans will be automatically extended an additional 3
months. Loans that matured March 31 have already been automatically extended by USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA). Producers who prefer a nine-month loan will need to contact their local FSA
county office. Loans requested after September 30, 2020, will have a term of nine months.

Eligible commaodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland and extra-
long staple), dry peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium
grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed.
Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible.

About MALs

Placing commodities under loan provides producers interim financing to meet cash flow needs
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are low and allows producers to store
production for more orderly marketing of commodities throughout the year.

These loans are considered nonrecourse because the commodity is pledged as loan collateral, and
producers have the option of delivering the pledged collateral to the Commaodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) for repayment of the outstanding loan at maturity.

MAL Repayment

Under the new maturity provisions, producers can still repay the loan as they would have before the
extension:

e repay the MAL on or before the maturity date;

e upon maturity by delivering or forfeiting the commodity to CCC as loan repayment; or

e after maturity and before CCC acquires the farm-stored commodity by repaying the
outstanding MAL principle and interest.

Marketing Loan Gains

A Marketing Loan Gain occurs when a MAL is repaid at less than the loan principal. If market gain is
applicable during the now-extended loan period, producers can receive a gain on the repayment
made before the loan matures.



For more information on MALSs, contact the nearest FSA county office. USDA Service Centers,
including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,776,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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